[Fifty years of plastic surgery in the Netherlands. VIII. Craniofacial surgery].
Craniofacial surgery has developed its own identity in the last 3 decades. The Frenchman Tessier can be seen as the founding father. His concept of intracranial correction of craniofacial malformations is still valid today. There have been many new developments such as distraction osteogenesis and biodegradable miniplate fixation. Microvascular surgery and vascularised calvarial bone grafts help to obtain more predictable results. Three-dimensional CT imaging techniques and modelling result in better surgical planning and help to understand the underlying pathology. Biomolecular knowledge of gene mutations leads to better understanding of the clinical diagnosis. The future will bring minimalisation of surgery and more therapy focused on biomolecular science. The psychosocial welfare of the patient will play a central role in the multidisciplinary team treatment.